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All together now: Li Ka-ahing (left), Lydia Shum, Zhou Nan (with gun), Chris Patten, the Queen, Mao Zedong and Lavender Patten (right). 

The art of Hong Kong's early handover 
WHERE can you see Governor Chris 
Patten and wife Lavender, Mao 
Zedong, legislator Emily Lau Wai
bing, business magnates Li Ka-shing 
and Henry Fok, actresses Veronica 
Yip Yuk-bing and L ydia Shum, 
Queen Elizabeth and the Prince and 
Princess of Wales celebrating togeth
er? 

They all feature in a controversial 
painting, Butterflies and Flowers,. by 
mainland artist Liu Dahong, depict
ing the handover of Hong Kong to 
China in 1997. 

The seven-panel painting will be 
displayed in Hong Kong b y  the 
..fu:lwwUrt Gallen: at the Art Asia 
Exhibition, to be held at the Hong 
Kong Convention and Exhibition Cen-
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tre next month. 
Mao is a key figure, appearing in 

every scene being feted by everyone 
from Miss Lau 一 depicted shading 
him with a parasol - and Prince 
Charles, who is serving him tea. 

With not a through train, three
legged stool or kitchen stove in sight, 
Liu's painting symbolises the mar
riage between Hong Kong and China 
- depicted by Mao coming to the terri
tory to claim his bride, a nubile young 
girl in white gown and stockings.

In the first scene, Mao leads a 
cross-section of the Chinese commu
nity into Hong Kong, including a com-
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munist army soldier, the Red Guard, 
beggars and, in the background, the 
Beijing University democracy fight
ers. 

In the territory, underneath a ban
ner reading "Welcome to Hong Kong" 
he meets his bride,  and Prince 
Charles serves him tea. 

The next scene depicts the Pattens 
chatting with Mao. Between them sits 
Yip, sporting a blue cap decorated 
with the communist red star. 

In a later scene, Mrs Patten is sit
ting on a bed with the Queen, while 
the Governor plays a Chinese horn. 

Stars of stage and screen also fea
ture in the work. Madonna is on a 
huge MTV screen, and Marilyn Mon
roe stands on a pedestal in the corner. 

The artist, who teaches at the 
Shanghai Teachers'University, said: 
"The eventual merger between Hong 
Kong and China 一 what kind of prob
Iems can come?" 

He said the characters symbolised 
concepts. For example, Mao is "an 
image, a dragon to Hong Kong", while 
the Queen symbolises the old Western 
culture, while the Prince and Princess 
of Wales represent modern Western 
culture. 

"Veronica Yip represents love and 
sex, and that the mentality of people is 
changing. Madonna is the Western 
equivalent." 

Liu said the Governor was depicted 
as an unhappy man because of the cur
rent political conflict. 
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