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TEL: 869-8802 FAX: 530-1791

FINE CHINESE AND WESTERN OIL PAINTINGS

Press Release:
Top Artists to be featured by Schoeni Art Gallery in Art Asia 1993

Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, 18th-22nd November 1993
Booth Number: 238

Art Asia '93, Asia's largest and most prestigious art fair to date, will be held at the
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre from the 18th-22nd November 1993.
Schoeni Art Gallery Ltd, one of Hong Kong's most prominent art galleries, is proud to
participate in the fair and invites Hong Kong's art lovers and collectors to share the
unusual visions of the artists represented by the gallery.

Schoeni Art Gallery Ltd will feature a wide variety of works by several artists in Art
Asia, bringing to the public a broad spectrum of styles and artistic vocabularies of
important artists, which it promotes internationally over the long term.

On display are works by Wang Yi Dong, China's most important artist in oil, whose
paintings of life in his native Shangdong province reflect a combination of Chinese
culture and Western techniques. The long-awaited Palace Series of Jiang Guo Fang,
the result of more than 6 years of work, will also be featured. Realistic figurative oils
by -Wong Dan Xian of his native Fujian women elicit a harmony of creativity and
technique. Liu Da Heng rose to fame after successful promotion by the Schoeni Art
Gallery Ltd. A coveted artist among Hong Kong collectors, he has produced only one
work in the past year, a unique 7 panel painting which depicts the handover of Hong
Kong to China in 1997. Also present are the classically inspired paintings by
intellectual avant-garde artist Xia Xing, who uses contemporary post-modern culture
as a subject.

~ ‘/
Finally, a number of paintings by Russian artist Alexei Sundukov, whose first one
man show will be opening at the Schoeni Art Gallery Ltd on Tuesday, November 16th
1993, will also be displayed in Art Asia '93. The exhibition at the Schoeni Art Gallery
Ltd, which features 32 paintings by the artist together with the publication of his first
book, will continue till November 30th 1993 .

For more information, please contact Ms Martha Liew or Ms Sonya Sippy at the
gallery, at 5C On Hing Building, 1 On Hing Terrace, (Wyndham St. opposite
Wellington St.), Central, Hong Kong. Gallery Hours: Monday to Saturday, 10:30 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m. Tel: 869-8802, Fax: 530-1791.
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ART ASIA '93
SCHOENI ART GALLERY
BOOTH # 238

INTRODUCTION TO ALEXEI SUNDUKOV

Alexei Sundukov was born in the settlement of Maiskii in the Kuibysher region of Russia on
February 11th, 1952. He was first trained at a regional college, and later at the Stroganov
Institute of Moscow, in the Department of Monumental Painting, from which he graduated
in 1982. In the early 1980s, he carried out public commissions as a monumental artist before
deciding to concentrate on easel painting.

His work reflects his background in monumental painting and the great influence of
photography. His works, especially in their use of photographic images, reflect the anomie
and alienation of modern man.

A major figure in contemporary art, Sundukov has participated in many shows in Moscow,
Warsaw, Amsterdam, Hamburg, Paris, San Francisco and New York. His works were included
in the "10 + 10, Contemporary Soviet and American Painters" exhibition which toured Russia
and America from 1989 to 1990. His works form part of private and museum collections
world-wide.

In addition to his works which are on display in Art Asia at the Schoeni Art Gallery booth
238, there is currently a one man show of his works on exhibit at the Schoeni Art Gallery
which extends from 17th-30th November, 1993.



ART ASIA '93
SCHOENI ART GALLERY LTD
BOOTH # 238

INTRODUCTION TO JIANG GUO FANG

Jiang Guo Fang was born in 1952 in the Jiang Xi province of China. In 1974, at the age of
23, he entered the oil painting department of the Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing,
from which he graduated in 1978.

Jiang's paintings always show a strong sense of Chinese traditionalism ‘and superior oil
painting technique, as is manifested in his long-awaited Palace Series, which is the product
of more than six years of work.

The Palace Series was inspired by the Forbidden City and depicts court life during the last
Chinese dynasty from the time of its zenith to its downfall. These paintings portray the past
power, tradition and history of China and undoubtedly form amongst the most important
pieces of Jiang's work.

Proud of his Chinese tradition and background, it is no coincidence that Jiang would have
chosen to paint his _Palace Series. They reflect his admiration of the past and of a
conservative society, as is characteristic of the inhabitants of Beijing which has been his
home for the past 20 years. The Palace Series is a miniaturisation of the five thousand years
of Chinese history with its multiple facets and depth of beauty which elicits feelings, thoughts
and emotions in the spectator. It shows Jiang's search for perfection in his artistic language
and is indeed a monument to Chinese tradition and civilisation.

Jiang Guo Fang is now a lecturer in the painting department of the Central Institute of Drama
in Beijing. He is also a member of the Chinese Artists Association. His work is in the
collection of the Chinese National Gallery and numerous private Western collections.



ART ASIA '93
SCHOENI ART GALLERY LTD
BOOTH #238

INTRODUCTION TO LIU DA HONG

Liu Da Hong was born on September 6th, 1962 in Qingdao, the Shangdong province of
China, during the baby boom of the early sixties. He came of age during the Cultural
Revolution (1966-1976) and was a witness to many of the social farces that took place during
that decade, of which he is a narrator and interpreter on his colourful canvasses. He enrolled .-
in the oil painting department of the Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts in 1981, where he
graduated in 1985. After this he started teaching painting and drawing in the art department
of Shanghai Normal College, a position he still holds today.

His works reveal a variety of influences - Goya, Kafka, early Picasso, the religio-
metaphorical style of Hieronymous Bosch and Peter Breughel, Persian miniatures, and
Chinese woodblock book illustrations - from which he draws his inspirations, blending them
into a style all of his own. His style has been described as "folklorism," "neo-revolutionism,"
"magic social realism,” and "post-absurdism". Liu, however, has made a creative discovery
of a style that can be called a "historical variety show" which sets him apart from the other
painters.

Liu Da Hong combines realistic forms with fantastic visions, traditional styles with
contemporary subjects, which give his works a metaphorical quality, turning them into -
allegories in which the past and present are subjected to critical judgement.

The tiny human figures of Liu Da Hong's works contrast with his monumental historical
themes such as the Cultural Revolution and the Great Leap Forward, which together form the
hallmark of his painting. These human figures are insect-like and distorted, so that the
atmosphere of his works covers a spectrum that ranges from sinister to comical, witty to
ironical, profound and provocative or even naive and unsophisticated.

Neither a traditionalist nor a rebel, Liu Da Hong is simply a "witness" and an "interpreter"
on an extraordinary visionary adventure, whose effective images delightfully transport us
to the ideas in his mind's-eye translated onto his canvasses.



ART ASIA '93
SCHOENI ART GALLERY
BOOTH # 238

INTRODUCTION TO LIU WEI

Liu Wei was born in Beijing on October 24th, 1965. In 1989, he graduated from the
Printmaking Department of the Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, where he continues
to live and work.

He is one of the most important figures in Chinese avant-garde art, and is in the forefront of
the post-1989 New-Wave Chinese art movement. He has had two very successful exhibitions
with Fang Lijun, a fellow avant-garde artist. He was included in the"Post-1989 China New
Art" exhibition, which toured around Hong Kong and Australia. His work was also featured
in the "China Avant-Garde Art" exhibition which toured five European cities this year, which
carries on to next year. The biannual Venice art show also featured his art in an exhibition
entitled "Passagio ad Oriente".

His work has been exhibited in China,;Hong Kong, Germany, Australia and Italy.



ART ASIA '93
SCHOENI ART GALLERY LTD
BOOTH # 238

INTRODUCTION TO XIA XING

Born into an artistic family in Beijing, Xia Xing was raised in an intellectual and creative
environment. He graduated from the Department of Oil Painting in the Central Academy of
Fine Arts, where he studied under the guidance of President Jing Shan Yi for four years.

Xia Xing, an artist with a distinct identity, often deliberately spends half a year to produce
one painting. He is an avant-garde artist, whose paintings are classically inspired, while using
contemporary post-modern culture as his subject.

His works are in the collection of the Ford Foundation and are in private collections in
Canada, Germany, Japan, Korea and Singapore.

7



ART ASIA '93
SCHOENI ART GALLERY LTD
BOOTH # 238 :

~ INTRODUCTION TO WANG YI DONG
Wang Yi Dong is considered to be the most important contemporary ﬁguratwe pamter in
China today. He was born in 1955, and spent most of his childhood in the Yimeng mountain
area ‘of Shangdong. His work reflects his feelings for the country life in his native region.

Wang was amongst the first group of artists who graduated from the Natlonal Central
Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing after the Cultural Revolution.

-Wang Yi Dong went to the United States in 1987 and returned to China in 1988. He held
several exhibitions in America, where his work was praised by the New York Times, Art
News, and other major publications. Wang Yi Dong's works have been included in auctions
held by Christie's. His paintings are exhlblted in numerous museums and private collections
in Asia, Europe and America.



ART ASIA '93
SCHOENI ART GALLERY LTD
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INTRODUCTION TO WONG DAN XIAN

Wong Dan Xian was born in 1954 in Fuzhou in the Fujian province of China. He studied Oil
Painting in the Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts from 1977 to 1982. In 1988 he received his
Master's degree in Fine Arts, and began teaching at the Zhejiang Academy. For the past two
years, he has been living in isolation, preparing for a one-man show which will be on
exhibition at the Schoeni Art Gallery from December 2nd to 23rd, 1993.

Being a native of Fujian, Wong Dan Xian's subject matter revolves around that with which
he is very familiar - the lives of the women in Huidong, in Fujian province. Wong Dan Xian
1s a witness to social reality, such as that of the Huidong province, which is an amalgam of
modernity and tradition. His paintings are both a testimony and a tribute to the women of
Huidong, as he transcends the images of these women, and penetrates into their personal
experiences, their feudal marriage customs, their pain, suffering and struggle.

Wong Dan Xian is a part of the third generation of China's oil painters, and his paintings
reflect a harmony of classical beauty and Western technique. His technical skill can be
observed in every detail of his work, and his understanding and closeness to the Huidong
women is elicited in his canvases which are fresh and alive with the sincerity of his feelings.
His style of realism expresses vitality and movement, through which he achieves his intention
of leaving a lasting record of the women of Huidong.
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Little Emperor
May, 1992
oil on canvas, 129.5 x 160 c¢m.
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land up in any local apartment but may
one day be seen in a local corporate
lobby.

On the painting front there are works
by Max Ernst, Georgio de Chirico,
Picasso, Dali, Bacon and others. Big
names, big prices.

Prices for her sculptures and painting
“range from US$15,000 to a couple of
million” and Marci is adamant that she is
“not adding 40 percent so that I can then
give a huge discount, like some dealers.

“T don’t work like that. The prices are
exactly the same as in the Gallerie
Saqqarah.”

For US$50,000 Marci says she “can
furnish an art work of top quality with a
very fine provenance and which is an
investment for the future.”

I feel this a good time to buy art as
prices have deflated. The market was
way overpriced and I'm relieved prices
have gone down — it allows serious col-
lectors to get back into the market,” says
Marci.

After talking with her for an hour or
'so Marci comes across as ‘maximum
bullish’ on Hongkong: “Hongkong is so
efficient. New York and London aren’t
efficient anymore. This place still
works.”

Like other dealers she recognises that
there is money here. A lot of it. And like
many other dealers at Art Asia she’s
clearly persuaded there is a market for
Western art in this neck of the woods.

Think about it: a month based at the
Mandarin Oriental with a couple of days
out for a break at Amanpuri (the most
expensive resort on Phuket); the phone
calls and faxes; the bash at the highly
exclusive China Club on November 15;
the rental for the huge booth at Art Asia;
the cost of packing, transporting, unpack-
ing, checking and mounting 35 sculptures
and almost as many paintings; the inci-
dentals. That’s a lot of bucks.

Then you remember certain types of
buyers have evaporated in Japan, Europe
and the States and prices of certain types
of Western art have seen some remark-
able dips; that unemployment in many of
the developed countries is double-digit
and social unrest is growing; that people
are cutting each others’ throats not too far
from Switzerland. Remember that and
then it’s not so surprising that dealers

such as Marci are drawn to boom-time -

Hongkong.

She’s a lovely lady, and for those
Window readers who have money to spare
Marci recommends the American painter
Jim Dine, who she says is underpriced.
“He was a great painter but his misfortune
was that he wasn’t with Leo Castelli [the
New York gallery owner].”

WINDOW
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Gallerie
Saqqarah
brings fine
art to Asia

Swiss gallery offers
works by Rodin and a
rare piece by Gauguin

By JEREMY TAYLOR

E lady says she’s not here to do a
I hit-and-run, not trying to unload.
“That’s not my way of doing things,”
says the owner of Gallerie Saqqarah,
Madame Georges Marci.
She looks hurt at the suggestion.
Marci (“my mother named me after
the French woman writer Georges Sand,
she wanted me to be a writer”) is here for
the second Art Asia fair at the Convention
Centre (November 18-21).

The first Art Asia was highly specula—l

tive. Many of the British, European and
American dealers hadn’t the foggiest
notion what would sell. Among the thou-
sands who visited the fair, some had
money in the pocket but couldn’t pro-
nounce the artists’ names or tell a
Watteau from a Warhol.

When the show was over it was clear
some dealers had done very badly and
others very well. Those in the know admit
that there were dealers who did manage to
unload low-grade art works on ignorant
buyers, while other buyers paid outra-
geously high prices.

That was last year. This year many of
the dealers are walking into charted terri-
tory, and buyers should be more clued in.

“I studied the auction catalogues for
art sales in Hongkong and realised people
here have an affinity for ‘beautiful’ figu-
ration rather than ‘ugly’ abstraction,” says
Marci.

“I started looking at our collection
asking myself what is there here [that]
people in Hongkong will be able to com-
prehend.”

Hence, she says, the huge Victorian-
looking photo Berry Boy by the English

42 WINDOW  NOVEMBER 12, 1993

Jonathan Borofsky’s Molecule Men 1+1+1.

artists Gilbert and George that is in
Gallerie Saqgarah’s booth.

Marci has her own beautifully situated
gallery in ritzy ski resort Gstaad,
Switzerland, and she’s got one of the
biggest booths at the art fair: 157 square
metres (1,739 sq ft).

“We’ve divided the space into two
salons. The sculpture salon has as its
theme From Rodin to Richard Serra. We
have sculptures by Rodin, not knock-offs
from the Rodin Museum. We have works
by Maillo] and Carpeaux. We have a very
rare piece by the painter Gauguin.”

The gallery is also presenting sculp-
tural works by, among others, Giacometti,
Joel Shapiro Mitoraj, Niki de St. Phalle,
Lalanne and Richard Serra.

“We have Lalanne’s piece The
Sheep,” she says, gleefully. “It’s wonder-
ful, you know, it’s a full-sized sheep.”

A sheep? Most local people have
never seen a sheep in the flesh so perhaps
she’s also hedging her bets with a sculp-
ture of her own body by the wonderful
Yves Klein.

Jonathan Borofsky’s Molecule Men
I+1+1 is 21 feet tall so that’s unlikely to
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ART ASIA’'S INTERNATIONAL OUTLOOK

Arfter a successful launch last year, Art Asia
is back at the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre. The exhibits for this year’s
event reflect the growing international nature
of the Hong Kong art scene. The event starts
November 19 and continues until November
22.

Plum Blossoms Gallery is bringing in works
by New York painters Brad Davis and Janis
Provisor, created specifically for Art Asia.

Plum Blossoms’ line-up will also feature
works by world renowned glass artist Dale
Chihuly, and a stellar group of Chinese artists,
including Chen Yifei, Shi Hu, Nie Ou, Nancy
Chu Woo, and Wang Dawen.

by Janis Provisor.

“Indigo Macchia Pair with
Lavender Lip Wraps”, 1993,
by Dale Chihuly.

82 Hong Kong Business November 1993
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. AFTER snapping their way around town with all the

enthusiasm of Japanese tourists, Lord Snowdon and

Lord Lichfield have now returned to Britain — leaving, it
would seem, confusion in their wake. !

This is the first occasion that they’ve both worked in
Hong Kong at the same time — their work being predomi-
nantly centred around Art Asia. And we have heard many
instances of people mistaking one for the other,

On this column we even had a situation where some-
one faxed us some information about Snowdon, only to
call us back later to say she was actually referring to
Lichfield. ‘

So for future reference Keeping Posted offers this tip
that will enable anyone to easily distinguish between the
two eminent gentlemen: Snowdon is the photographer
who became an earl, and Lichfield is the earl who became
a photographer.

Simple, eh?

: ¢ 1
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Art festival plans to expand

By LOUIS WON

ART Asia '94 will feature 100 more galler-
ies than this year’s event when it begins next
November, and there will be antiques on
show with contemporary works of art.

The second Art Asia was held at the
Convention and Exhibition Centre from No-
vember 18 to 22 and more than 100 galleries
representing 15 countries took part.

The organiser, International Fine Art
Expositions (IFAE), said more than 45,000
people had attended and estimated that
sales exceeded $348 million.

Principal organiser David Lester said
the most expensive item sold in the four-day
fair was an original painting by French
painter Claude Monet at $77 million.

He said he would try to invite more than

200 galleries to participate next year.

“We'll also have an international an-
tique fair together with Art Asia *94 in No-
vember next year,” he said. .

- Mr Lester said the Miami-based IFAE
would also organise a new spring fair in the
territory called New Trends — Art Hong
Kong in March next year.

He said the spring fair would feature
contemporary and emerging work priced to
be accessible to the broadest range of buy-
ers, including new collectors. )

“The artworks in the spring fair will be
much less expensive than those in the Art
Asia fair,” he said. “They will be in the
thousands in US dollars.”

Mr Lester said the IFAE would invite 70
to 80 galleries to Hong Kong for the spring
fair.

FAX:510 8199 510 8184
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Art Asia Hong Kong 1993, the fine art fair, will continue its tradition of excellence in
exhibiting artwork that represents every stylistic period at the Hong Kong Convention
and Exhibition Centre from November 18 to 22. It is fully subscribed by approximately
100 of the world’s most prestigious galleries from Asia, North and South America,
Europe, Africa and Australia. The broad spectrum will include old masters such as
Alfred Sisley, modern masters such as Pablo Picasso, contemporary masters such as
Andy Warhol, sculpture from Barry Flanagan and Chinese artists such as Wu Guanzhong,

-

A Jolly Robe by Jim Dine. Yi River by Wang Yi Dong.
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Mystery deepens
over tableau puzzle

YSTERY Surrounds the identi-
ty of the potential buyer of a
unique seven-panel five-metre

painting by mainland artist Liu Da Hung

which attracted a lot of interest when it
was shown at Art Asia '93.

The colourfully (and we mean that in
terms of both texture and theme) executed
tableau — titled Butterflies and Flowers —
shows various well-known personalities
from home and abroad in unusual juxtapo-
sition, to say the least.

Which is where the secretive purchaser
comes in. For in the past two days of the
exhibition, the Schoeni Gallery where it was
hung was visited by an earnest young Chi-
nese lady with mobile telephone, notepad
and camera who surveyed it avidly from
every angle.

Then, pulling out a tape she measured
up the painting before asking gallery owner
Manfred Schoeni whether she could photo-
graph it.

Naturally, curious as to her intentions,
Schoeni asked her who she was. But she de-
‘clined to identify herself, apart from saying
she was undertaking the task for her boss,
‘S'-é‘-;“Then who is your boss?” inquired

hoeni. “I'm sorry, I can’t tell you that be-
icause my boss is one of the most important
‘people in Hong Kong.”
' She did add: “Actually, he is in the pic-
{ture, which is why he is interested in it.”

_ The girl asked Schoeni for more details,
[like the sale price, but he told her that he
would give her more information only on
icondition that she identified the buyer.

- With that she left, talking furtively into
her mobile as she walked away.

KEEPING POSTED

- GLENN GALE
e ————————————————————

TEL; 665 2287 FAX:811 1278

That scenario was repeated the next day,
with the loyal girl still doggedly refusing to
identify her boss apart from repeating that
he was a man of great importance living in
Hong Kong.

Having studied the painting closely our-
selves and having identified many of the
subjects, Keeping Posted (relying heavily
on the “he is one of the most important peo-
ple living in Hong Kong” clue) narrows the
list of potential buyers down to Governor
Chris Patten and tycoons Li Ka-shing and
Henry Fok.

So if any of these gentlemen are reading
this piece, Manfred would like you to know
that he is waiting to hear of your intentions,
And he is reasonable with his discounts!

® We've heard it been whispered in
fashionable drawing rooms around town
that at least five of the paintings on offer at
Art Asia as originals were, in fact, probable
forgeries. Our lips are sealed further on the
matter.

FAX:5108199 510 8184



[ e |
mEmE |

NEWSCLIP

NEWSCLIP MEDIA MONITOR SERVICE
(A Member of NEWSCAN Company Limited)

Client:

SCHOENI ART GALLERY

Date:

13 NOV 1993

Publication:

Circulation:

THE STANDARD

40,000

"Top international
works set to tickle
artistic taste buds

By Josie Brennan

PICASSO, Hockney, Dine,
Monet, Andy Warhol — what-
ever your taste in art, Art Asia
promises to be a visual feast.

The fair, starting next
Friday at the Hong Kong Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre
in Wan Chai and continuing
until 22 November, is one of
the largest to be seen in the
territory, attracting a huge
number of galleries from
Europe, South and North
America, Australia, Taiwan
and Africa.

David Hockney, Jim Dine
and Frank Stella should be
attending the fair and parti-
cipating in organised dis-
cussions.

Trends in Australian art
will be examined by a panel of
Australian artists and dealers,
led by Dinah Dysart, publisher
and editor of Art and Austra-
lia and Art and Asia Pacific.

There is a special Taiwanese
pavilion at Art Asia this year,
reflecting the rapid .pace of
expansion of the arts scene in
the country. In 1985 there were
20 art galleries in Taipei —
now there are 250.

Art on display will include
works by Lin Wen Chiang,
Michell Hwang, Chang Wan-
chuan, Walasse Ting and Lee
Ming-tse.

To complement the exhi-
bition, there will be a Taiwan
Cultural Day, featuring an
impressive range of some of
Taiwan’s top art critics, who
will be speaking about the
island’s dynamic artistic
scene.

Professor Lin Hsing-yueh,
noted scholar, artist and
critic, will discuss “Perspec-
tives in the Emergence and
Development . of Indigenous
Taiwanese Art” and Huang
Tsai-lang, director of the plan-
ning office at Kaohsiung Mu-
seum of Fine Arts, will talk
about “Government and Vis-
ual Arts in Taiwan”.

|

PABLO PICASSO: Tete de

-femme au corsage raye.

One discussion not to be
missed is “Creativity and
Commerce: Art and the Mar-
ket”, where a panel of artists,
critics and dealers from

" Taiwan, Hongkong, Singapore

and China will examine con-
temporary market trends and
artistic currents in Asia.

Andre Emmerich, of Andre
Emmerich Gallery, New York,
will be speaking about ‘“The
influence of Chinese Painting
on the Work of David
Hockney” and how the princi-
pals of time and space in
Chinese painting relate to
Hockney’s work. Hockney
may also participate in the
discussion.

The art itself varies dra-
matically, from the old mas-
ters to the avante garde.

The entire range is covered
by the works being presented
by the eight Hongkong
galleries participating this
year.

Artpreciation’s booth will
include local artist Jackson
Yu and Shanghai artist Qin
Zhongming; City Gallery will
be presenting the works of
mainland painter Hu Yongkai;
Ho Gallery’s collection will

" include Sun Liang, Stephen

Vince and Kwok Woon; Man-
darin Oriental Fine Arts is
bringing Robert Motherwell,
Hockney and Gines Serran-
Pagan; Plum Blossoms Gal-
lery, Brad Davis and Janis
Provisor, glass artist Dale
Chihuly, as well as Chinese
artists Nancy Chu Woo, Nie

Ou and Shi Hu; Schoeni Art
Gallery is concentrating on

contemporary oil paintings by
Russian and Chinese artists —
Liu Dahong, Wang Yidong and
Alexei Sundukov; and Zee
Stone Gallery presents exhi-
bitions by Wu Guanzhong and
Shi Hu.

Sotheby’s and Christies auc-
tion houses will also have
booths at the fair.

The large number of exhibi-
tors this year has its pros and
cons; the sheer number of
works on display means that
their greatness can become
lost in the melee.

Art lovers would be advised
to set aside more than one day
for Art Asia.

TALL ORDER: The Heart Machine by artist Jim Dine who will be
attending the fair and participating in organised discussions.
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ARTAHOLICS ANONYMOUS

If you have an urge to peek at a Picasso or wangle a Warhol—or maybe you
have a hankering for a Hockney, now's your chance. For the second year in
a row, Art Asia attempts a fusion of East and West on a scale unsurpassed
anywhere in the world to date. Under the auspices of 100 or so galleries, an
estimated US$400 million worth of
art heads into town Nov 18-22. The
exhibition intends to be an artistic
melting pot and resource center,
placing old masters from the 18th
and 19th centuries next to contem-
porary pieces from an international
collection of artists. Many names will
be familiar even to those who aren't
skating along on the cutting edge of
the art world.

American gallery Pace brings
prints of Durer, Piranesi,
Rembrandt, Chagall and Matisse. Special exhibits focus on Jim Dine, and
there’s a David Hockney one-man show. A pavilion encloses work from seven
Taiwanese galleries, and contemporary Australiantrends are also addressed.
For those who prefer art with a more classical bent, a selection of European
drawings will be on display, with sections devoted to English landscapes,
sporting scenes and still lifes.

The fair is organized by International Fine Art Expositions, an American
group which has brought together some of the most important, that's to say
lucrative, dealers in the world, as well as many local exhibitors. Responsible
for art fairs in Chicage, Miami and New York, IFAE travelled east last year,
hoping to find some deep pockets, since those in the recession-stricken US
had all butdisappeared. Apparently, they located some. According to Stephen
McGuiness of Plum Blossoms Gallery, many of the local participants in last
year's exhibition feel the inaugural art fair was a success "economically,
culturally, spiritually." Many dealers expect the biggest artists in the next
decades to come from Asia; Hong Kong, it would seem, is on the verge of a

Dream by Jiang Guo Fang.

breaking wave as far as recognition of these local and regional artists is
concerned. At the fair Eastern artists are exposed to the Western buyer in
huge numbers. McGuiness says that as a business event "with the stock
market peaking, we can’t go wrong."

To compliment the show, a prestigious series of speakers ispresented.
Along with Dine, contemporary US artist Frank Stella will hold a lecture. Also
in the program is a film by Hockney that concerns the relationship between
Eastern and Western art.

Within the confines of the Convention Centre is as fine a collection of art
as any museum would be pink with pride to call its own. It is not, however, an
ideal place for a claustrophobe—but at $60 it is a considerable bargain. If you
have $1,500 to spare for charity and a good night out, get a ticket for the
opening gala in aid of hospice care. As well as dinner, you'll get an opportunity
to view the exhibition in relative
peace (and a lot of glamour)
before the gates open and the
madding crowds rush in—Sue
Marshall

Art Asia, Nov 18-22, from 11am.
Nov 19-20 till 9pm. Nov 21 till
7pm. Nov 22 till 5pm. Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition
Centre, 1 Harbour Rd., Wanchai.
813-7424. Charity Gala Preview
Nov 18, 6:30-10:30pm. For tick-
ets, call 868-1211. For lecture
series, see p. 25. For local gal-
leries Artpreciation, City Gallery,
Ho Gallery, Mandarin Oriental
Fine Arts, Plum Blossoms,
Schoeni and Zee Stone see p.22-
24,

La Temperance by Niki St Phalle.
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Fine art of selling

By SOPHIE BENGE

; HERE’S going to be
more art in Hong
Kong next week

| than there’s been at any

| time in the past year when

' Art Asia, one of the

world’s newest and most
successful art fairs, comes
| to town.

Leading galleries from
| around the world will be dis-
| playing more than US$400
" miilion (HK$3.1 billion)
- worth of some of the greatest

artworks available today at
| the Hong Kong Exhibition
| and Convention Centre.

Among the 140 exhibi-

tors are Hong Kong’s'

i Galie Man-"
darin Fine Arts and Horts-
man Godfrey Ltd. Schoeni
will be promoting contem-
porary Asian artists such as
Wang Yi Dong, one of
China’s most important art-
ists in oil, avant-garde artist
Xia Xing and Liu Da Hong,
who has produced just one
seven-panel painting in the
last year, depicting the
territory’s 1997 handover to
China.

The Shanghai-born artist
Irene Chou, whose work has
been seen by critics as Ab-
stract Expressionism in ink,
is being presented by Horts-
man Godfrey.

Mandarin Oriental Fine
Arts will be showing works
by Henry Moore, David
Hockney and Robert Moth-
erwell, three of this century’s
best artists.

For the rest of this month
at the gallery itself, Manda-
rin Oriental Fine Arts will be

SHOW

exhibiting a variety of works
from the Ecole de Rouen, a
group of painters working
between 1880 and 1950 who
earned their name for the
passion with which they all
painted their city, Rouen.

This school, including
artists Joseph Delattre, Al-
bert Legrip and Francois
Depeaux, like the Impres-
sionists, is characterised by
the use of light and colour in
the paintings. Although this
group has been known for al-
most a century, it is only in
the last 20 years that it has
started to earn an interna-
tional reputation.

ooo

ASIA Horizons Art Bou-
tique in Lan Kwai Fong
which specialises in the
country’s indigenous art is
currently exhibiting “The
Beauty of the Vietnamese
Woman™, a collection of
nudes and portraits by mod-
ern Vietnamese artists (until
the end of the month).
Vietnamese painting, as
we know it, began primarily
with the arrival of the
French in the late 19th cen-
tury and the foundation of
the Ecole des Beaux-Arts de
I’'Indochine in Hanoi in
1925 by the French painter
Victor Tardieu. Today Viet-
namese art fuses French in-

Moving . . . The Dancer b
Horizons Art Boutique.

fluence with distinctly local
subjects and themes.

This exhibition com-
bines the French tradition of
life drawing with the long-
held reverence for the beau-
ty of the Vietnamese wom-
an, The paintings reveal a
highly aesthetic spirit that
has only recently been al-
lowed to flower again.

y Bui van Quang at Asia

ONE of Australia’s top sell-
ing artists abroad, Pro Hart,
is having an exhibition of 40
of his paintings at the Aus-
tralian Showroom in Wan
Chai’s Harbour Centre until
November 18.

Most canvases depict the
Australian outback and
beach scenes, bursting with
spontaneous life and colour.

19TH FLOOR, SING PAO BUILDING, 101 KING'S ROAD, NORTH POINT, HONG KONG. TELEPHONE: 566 1311

Some of the paintings Of
show also depict life in Hong
Kong as the artist has

worked and exhibit
since 1975. § i
ooo |
THE Japanese doll is th
subject of this month’s exhy
bition at The Nishiki ! Ga
lery in Exchange Squar@
The history of go]l—m Cif
was inspired by Japanesi
folk tales and literature ang
the desire to immortalis
certain traditional ideals
like the dignity of defeat. |
The fine craﬁm:ﬁsh DO
the dolls is particularly dem-
onstrated in the way th
heads are made — i wooc}
and covered in 15 layers o
oyster shell paste/to give
them an exquisite translu-
cent effect. The Sarnurqé
dolls, for example, are
decked in many layers of
fine silk representative o
11th century court garb, or
the warring period of the Ka-
makura with armour anc1
i

miniature metal weapons.

ooo !
UNTIL November 30, Ali1
san Fine Arts, in Prince’
Building, is staging its fourth
exhibition of Chuang Che’s
works. Abstract in style ang
done predominantly on ric
paper, Chuang Che’s paint,
ings are seen as some of th
greatest examples of th
marrying of Eastern an
Western art. The artist say§
that his point of departure
was the Chinese traditio
which he combines with ab-
straction for “its infinite

possibilities.™ |

FAX: 510 8199 5108184
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. Money makes the art
i world go round

Art Asia Hongkong '93 will showcase US$400 million
worth of works by some of the world’s best artists. But the
fair is not just about great art, it’s also about big
business as MARTIN SNAPE discovers.

38 WINDOW NOVEMBER 12, 1993

RT Asia is back. From November
Ai8-22, almost 100 galleries from

round the world will exhibit
US$400 million worth of art, including
such luminaries as David Hockney,
Pablo Picasso, Claude Monet, Henri
Matisse and Jonathan Borofsky at the
Hongkong Convention and Exhibition
Centre.

Last year’s fair drew gushing praise
from the local press: “The most stunning
exhibition ever put together in this part
of the world” and “the one time you can
see so much museum quality art, such a
range of art from the 19th and 20th cen-
turies in one place at one time”.

No doubt, both the public and
exhibitors enjoyed the inaugural Art
Asia. But while journalists were enthus-
ing over the art, they overlooked perhaps
the most important aspect: business.

Art Asia is a fair, not an exhibition.
Nobody is bringing these top quality pic-
tures to Hongkong for their health or the
public’s edification. Indeed, it is just a
happy by-product of the fair that the gen-
eral public (at HK$60 a head) can look at
some of the world’s great artists. The
people exhibitors most hope to meet are
buyers, a fact enthusiastically acknowl-
edged by David Lester, chairman of
International Fine Art Expositions, the
organiser of the event.

Spending power: Lester and his wife
Lee Anne came up with the idea of a
major fine arts fair in Hongkong after a
business visit showed them the territo-
ry’s spending power. The couple
already had vast experience staging fairs
in the US. They booked the Hongkong
Convention and Exhibition Centre for
four days in November every year until
1995 and set about selling space to the
world’s galleries.

The task proved rather easy.
Persistent recession in Europe and the
US had depressed the fine arts market
and dealers and galleries were only too
glad to seek out a new, cash-rich market.

As David Lester explains: “The art
business is like any other business —
you are in it to make money. ”

Lester takes great pleasure in the lack
of red tape here. “Hongkong has a lais-
sez-faire attitude to business and there
are no currency regulations and no
import/export duties on fine art. Also,
you don’t feel culturally locked out like
you would in a place like Japan. Here,
dealers can use the English language and
this makes it much more attractive to
them than Japan.

“For buyers it’s ideal too because you
can buy a piece in Hongkong and take it
away without paying any tax. Add to this
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a really sophisticated venue and
you’ve got the makings of a
great fair, which is what we had
last year.”

When quizzed on whether
the fair was designed simply to
exploit moneyed buyers with lit-
tle knowledge of what they were
sinking their cash into, Lester
was pragmatic in his response.

“These people didn’t get
rich by being stupid about
money. They know what they’re
buying, and besides, I don’t see
what’s wrong with businesses
going to where the new money
is. My only allegiance is to the
market place.

as well as investors. If at all possi-
ble we should try and teach people
to be a little discriminating and to
buy what they like rather than
what they think will rise in value.”

The Zee Stone Gallery’s joint
owner, Shaun Kelly, is a little
less idealistic in his approach.

“I think people should buy
for whatever reason they want.
If they want advice then obvi-
ously I'll give it to them, but if
they want to buy a painting as an
investment then that’s their
choice.”

Zee Stone will exhibit two
painters — Wu Guanzhong, a
leading figure in the development

“Great art collections have

of 20th century Chinese painting,

always been about new money. Xia Xing’s Your Fortune in the Year of the Goat: Schoeni Art and Shi Hu, said to be one of the
Look at the Rockefeller or Gallery, Hongkong.

Guggenheim collections, they
were about new money in the States, the
tai pans of their time if you like.

“We’re not here to exploit people,
we’re here to show them what is on offer
in the world of art.”

Booth prices: Booths at Art Asia come
in at quite a price — 200-400 sq ft costs
US$55 psf; 400-600, US$50 psf and any-
thing over 600 sq ft will set you back
US$45psf.

A touch expensive, perhaps?

“No, not at all. We’re actually
charging more than this in New York
this year and remember, we have to
ship all our stuff across. Our shipping
costs alone are likely to be in excess
of HK$1 million, so I would say that
what we are charging is about right
for a venue and event of this calibre,”
said Lester.

In fact, the Lesters seem to have
got their pricing policy exactly right.
Some of the exhibitors Window talked
to felt that had they been charged any
more they would not have attended
the event.

Sandra Walters, co-owner and
gallery director of Mandarin Oriental
Fine Arts, felt that their 200 sq ft
booth was “very expensive”, but the
excitement created at last year’s event
meant that a place at this year’s fair
was a must.

“We didn’t attend last year
because I felt that we should see how
things went. As it happened, last year
got a lot of good press so we felt that
it was worth the expense this time.
It’s really useful to be among so many
international galleries from a net-
working point of view, and with the

Mandarin Oriental Fine Arts will
show works by David Hockney, Robert
Motherwell and Henry Moore, among
others.

“Asia is really a high-growth region
right now and there is more and more dis-
posable income out there. But I really
hope that there isn’t an investment boom
like in the ’80s in the West. Things just
got out of control in the *80s.

“Dealers should help the market to
develop properly and encourage collectors

quality of work we have on show 1 Orange Hornet Chandelier by Dale Chihuly:

expect us to easily recoup our costs.”

Plum Blossoms Gallery, Hongkong.

most exciting new artists in the
last decade.

Kelly expects both artists to sell well.
“I'm confident we’ll break even, and the
long-term benefits of making contacts
will be considerable. I think that the cost
of the booth is expensive, but then the
fair is well organised. Besides,
Hongkong being what it is, I’'m sure
there’ll be some competition for the
Lesters pretty soon and that will bring
the price down. There’s no doubt about
it, though, the people organising this
event do a thoroughly professional job
and the quality of art on show is
absolutely first class.”

He remains unperturbed at the
prospect of an overheated market. “There
will always be investors, especially in a
place like Hongkong where gambling is
so popular.”

Not prepared to gamble: Someone not
prepared to take a gamble this year, even
though he exhibited at the inaugural Art
Asia, was Johnson Chang, owner of the
Hanart T Z Gallery in the old Bank of
China Building. Chang, who deals mainly
in Chinese painters, feels that Art Asia is
both expensive and, for local galleries
dealing almost exclusively in Chinese
artists, superfluous.

“There’s no doubt about it, Art Asia is
one of the best events of its kind in the
region, but it doesn’t make good business
sense for a local dealer.

“Certainly, it creates a bit of publici-
ty, but if local buyers want totake a look
at what [ have to offer, then al they have
to do is walk into my gallery. I can
understand why the overseas galleries
want to come here though — because
there is so much spare money about just
now in Asia.”

Chang feels that Art Asia is of most
use to foreign dealers and that it is good

WINDOW  NOVEMBER 12,1993 39
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TRADE NEWS

THE WESTERN WAVE

Art dealers have had their suspicions for sometime, notes Tina Powis,
but proof could not be established until after the first art expo held last
year which served to demonstrate the dramatic increase in demand for

Western art in the territory and the region

turnover in excess of $230 million, astounded astute art

dealers, including Stephen McGuinness, who assisted the
exhibition organiser, International Fine Aris Expositions. Mc-
Guinness, managing director of McGuinness Fine Arts and Plum
Blossoms Gallery, was at that time planning to expand into
Western art.

“Of course, there has always been quiet buying of Western
work in Hong Kong," said McGuinness. “I'd heard stories of high-
ly successful Western art sales earlier last year, but it was not until
Art Asia that a chain reaction began,” McGuinness said.

Of the 55 galleries represented at the event, only 15 were
Asian. McGuinness estimates that Western works sold at the fair,
which carried higher price tags, account for approximately $150
million, or two-thirds of the total turnover.

Three-quarters of last year's exhibitors are expected to be
back this year, with the addition of European dealers of Old
Masters, who are starting to attend trade fairs as an alternative to
auctions.

As a direct result of Art Asia, McGuinness said, big American
and UK galleries are now making enquiries about opening up in
Hong Kong with Western works.

“We thought we had our finger on the pulse. We didn't think
there was much demand for Western art but — surprise! People
at Art Asia were interested in all kinds of art. Western art dealers
did well”.

An early pioneer in the field is the Ho Gallery which was es-
tablished three-and-half years ago, to fill a perceived gap in the
Hong Kong market. This year, the Ho Gallery has been joined by
M & W Art, Schoeni Gallery, and McGuinness Fine Arts, in pro-
moting and selling Western art to meet the rising demand.

Because it provided the milieu for comparison viewing and
appreciation of both Asian and Western art, Peter Kjaer, partner
in the Ho Gallery, expects the Art Asia market experience to
prove an invaluable tool in cultivating the public eye for art and
in helping people to recognize which styles are borrowed and
which are original and important.

“| hope the new interest in Western art does not dampen
interest in Chinese art. Instead, it should help people recognize
what's good Chinese art and what's bad,” Mr Kjaer said

Obviously, these three new galleries are not responsible for
the only Western art shown in Hong Kong. But they claim to han-
dle works of better quality than previously available in the territo-
ry where some galleries have faced severe criticism that their
artists are unimportant producers of decorative works which
would never be collected by major international galleries. Critics
say that the inflated prices paid in Hong Kong, Japan and Taiwan
for insubstantial works, would not be paid anywhere else.

However, museum-standard works have also done quite well

I ast year's Art Asia, a five-day event which recorded a

20
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Three Oriental Figures

(Jacobe and Laban). Rembrandt,
1635. McGuinness Fine Arts

in the territory. Last year, Waddington Galleries of London sold
contemporary Western articons, including David Hockneys and
Andy Warhols, through the Grand Hyatt, with sales rumoured to
be in the region of $40 million.

M & W Art, which had its first exhibition in March, set up here
after an Asian market survey and two years' scouting around.
They sell European and North and South American art of all sorts,
including sculpture and glass works.

Mieke de Weerdt, of M & W Art, believes that more and more
Asians are favouring European or American-designed furniture

DIMENSIONS ] SEPTEMBER 1993
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forboth offices andhomes, and they need artwhich fits. European
galleries have reported increasing sales of European works,
especially oils, to Hong Kong Chinese, Taiwanese and Korean
buyers.

“They're not only more aware of Western art, they are enjoying
it more. And now, with the younger generation travelling abroad
for education or work, they return to Asia with first-hand apprecia-
tion of Western art,” de Weerdt said.

De Weerdt has chosen artists she says are famous for original-
ity in their particular media, such as Steven Weinberg the Ameri-
can glass sculptor she will exhibit in September, or abstract Spa-
nish painter, Agueda de la Pisa. In October, she will show em-
erging Argentinian painters, Daniel Diaz and Ernesto Manera,
whose works are increasingly in demand. She expects the works
will have select appeal here because they are unusual for the
Hong Kong market.

Schoeni Gallery's future plans to work with a top international
dealer fo bring out museurn-standard paintings by Old Masters
is another strong indication of where the new market in Western
art is heading.

Deviating from its Asian art reputation, Stephen McGuinness’
Plum Blossoms Gallery has set up a new company, McGuinness
Fine Arts, to bring established, new and fringe Western art to Asia.
With 39 Rembrandit etchings as their inaugural exhibition last
April, McGuinness Fine Arts could hardly have shown better
established, or more important artists. The new company's goals
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Christ Healing the Sick,

The Hundred Guilder print. Rembrandt 1649.
McGuinness Fine Arts

) & IS
Studies of the head of Saskia and others. Etching,
Rembrandt, 1635. McGuinness Fine Arts

Alpha Nuno IV. By D Diaz. Mixed media
on canvas. October exhibition, M & W Art
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are to show broader-based art, and to manage shows of Western
art throughout Asia, through Plum Blossoms' Singapore gallery
as well as outside venues like China, Taiwan, and possibly in
Indonesia and Malaysia.

Locally, they expectto presenta balanced calendar of periph-
eral artist, alternated with established works in a series of shows
which will include an exhibition of Picasso ceramics dating from
the 1930s onwards. McGuinness has been looking at works as
fringe as ‘outsider’ art — by a group of prisoners in a Massachu-
setts jail.

“You can't only go for blockbuster names like Rembrandt,
although we will do enough of that,” said McGuinness, who
obtained the Rembrandts through Michael Schwarz, a US-based

Glass sculpture by American artist Steven
Weinberg. M & W Art, September exhibition.
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dealer who specialises in 19th Century art and other works on
paper such as etchings and drawings. “In between, we will go for
new, young US artists,” he said.

When the McGuinness programme goes into full swing, the
Plum Blossoms space in Central will be showing about one third
European art, alternated between shows of Asian work. On the
McGuinness programme are watercolour and mixed media
nature paintings by American Carmen Lund, and s¢ulptural can-
vases and installations by French-based Chinese artist, Sherry lu.

With half the Rembrandts in the recent exhibition sold,
McGuinness' new direction looks set fo be fine tuned to a new
market. [J

Acrilico y collage/linzo. 81 x 100cm.
Agueda de la Pisa. September exhibition,
M &W Art
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