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18/F, CODA PLAZA, 51 GARDEN ROAD, CENTRAL, HONG KONG.
TEL: 2869-8802 FAX: 2530-1791
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ART GALLERYLTD.

FINE CHINESE AND WESTERN OIL PAINTINGS

Press Release

Opening the Door to the World of Li Gui Jun
(Thursday, 5th December - Tuesday, 3 1st December 1996)

Li Gui Jun was born in Beijing, 1964. He studied at the Central Academy of Fine Art, Beijing,
under the tutelage of Jiang Shan Yi and Yang Fei Yun. This Second Generation artist studied the
rich history of oil painting masters from Renaissance Europe and Chinese Cultural History. Hi
education gave him a deeper understanding of Portraiture.

Although Li Gui Jun’s work was influenced by his tutors in its infancy, the artist has developed
his own unique style and technique of Chinese portraiture, for which he is well respected in China.
What is most stunning about his figurative works is their understated sense of drama. In each
portrait of a young girl Li creates a scene from a fragment of daily life. Each piece is natural yet
composed; its message is unclear, or vague and its implications are far reaching yet implicit.
Everyday living space is played with and redefined on the canvas; which seems to trap the model
and isolate the viewer. We are very much the voyeur, but the subject is always in control. Li gives
each piece an almost hidden plot, that makes the viewer try to read what may happen next or what
went before this perfect snippet if time.

The characters are without expression. We are isolated from them further by Li Gui Jun’s
composition and detached approach. He is a pioneering new artist from China who has managed
to take traditional portraiture beyond its former boundaries. He paints from the characters face
first working down the body. The background is left until last, and is used as the prompt for the
viewers imagination and contemplation. Every aspect of Li Gui Jun’s art is beautiful. The
adolescent girls that he paints are pure and peaceful, lending each work a certain serenity.

Despite his apparent nihilist view of life Li rejoices in and admires each captured moment of our
mundane reality. His world is one of honest beauty in a modern world. This exhibition runs from
Thursday, Sth December 1996 and continues until Tuesday, 3 1st December 1996.

The artist will be present for his first one man show held in Hong Kong and his book will
also be released in conjunction with the exhibition.

For interview and further information, please contact Miss Lucy England on Tel: 2869-8802,
Fax: 2530-1791. Gallery’s hours: 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Mondays to Saturday.
Schoeni Art Gallery is located at 18/F, Coda Plaza, 51 Garden Road, Central, Hong Kong.
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Schoeni Art Gallery Ltd.
18/F, Coda Plaza, 51 Garden Road, Central, Hong Kong,
(First left off Macdonnell Road)
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ART GALLERY LTD.

Manfred Schoeni
requests the pleasure of your company

for the private viewing of

THE RECENT WORKS OF

LI GUI JUN

Thursday, 5th December 1996
from 6-9 pm
at

Schoeni Art Gallery Ltd.

The artist will be present for the opening and his book

will be released in conjunction with the exhibition.

18/F, Coda Plaza, 51 Garden Road, Central, Hong Kong.

(First left off Macdonnell Road)
Tel: 2869-8802 Fax: 2530-1791
T PR E B 5 1 98 RHE o0 184

The exhibition continues until Monday, 30th December 1996

Auspicious Clouds fit &

1996 oil on canvas

signed lower right
146 x 163 cm




Li Gui Jun was born
in Beijing, 1964. He studied
at the Central Academy of
Fine Arts, Beijing, under the
tutelage of Jiang Shan Yi and
Yang Fei Yun. This “Second
Generation” artist studied the
rich history of oil painting
from the masters of
Renaissance Europe and
Chinese Cultural History. His
education gave him a deeper
understanding of portraiture.

Although Li Gui Jun’s
work was influenced by his
tutors in its infancy, the artist
has developed his own unique

style and technique of
Chinese portraiture, for
which he is well respected
in China. What is most
stunning about his figurative
works is their understated
sense of drama. In each
portrait of a young girl, Li
creates a scene from a
fragment of daily life. Each
piece is natural yet composed,
its message is unclear, or
vague and its implications are
far reaching yet implicit.
Everyday living space is
played with and redefined on
the canvas, which seems to

trap the model and isolate the
viewer. We are very much the
voyeur, but the subject is
always in control. Li gives
each piece an almost hidden
plot, that makes the viewer
try to read what may happen
next, or what went before this
perfect snippet if time.

The characters are
without expression. We are
isolated from them further
by Li Gui Jun’s composition
and detached approach. He
is a pioneering new artist
from China who has managed

to take traditional portraiture
beyond its former boundaries.
He paints from the characters
face first, before working
down the body. The back-
ground is left until last, and
is used as the prompt for the
viewer's imagination and
contemplation. Every aspect
of Li Gui Jun’s art is beautiful.
The adolescent girls that he
paints are pure and peaceful,
lending each work a certain
serenity. His world is one of
honest beauty in a modern
world.

(Front page)
Opening the Door
11 59 5 1

1996  oil on canvas
signed lower right

97 x 130 cm
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1996 oil on canvas

signed lower left
120 x 140 cm
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FEMININE .
FOCUS: A Room
With A View is
part of Li
Guijun's series
of works
highlighting
women, on
display at
_Schoeni Gallery

Guijun. From Monday 10.30am to
6.30pm, Schoeni Gallery, 18/flr, Coda
Plaza, 51 Garden Road, Central.

A selection of portraits of young women

| wearing strangely neutral expressions,
depicted in a manner which draws on . .

both renaissance European painting

and the classical Chinese tradition. This

exhibition follows on from the Images of

‘Women show, and the theme seems to

be becoming something of a Schoeni

’ preoccupation. Drop by and check it

EXHIBITIONS out.
Opening The Door To The World Of Li - Robin Lynam

NEWSCLIP MEDIA MONITOR SERVICE COMPANY
(A Member of KETCHUM-NEWSCAN PUBLIC RELATIONS LTD)

18th Floor, S U P Tower, 75-83 King's Road, North Point, Hong Kong ~ Tel: 2566 1311 Fax: 2510 8199
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Left: Li Guijun’s first solo
exhibition in Hong Kong is at
Schoeni Gallery

NEWSCLIP MEDIA MONITOR SERVICE COMPANY
(A Member of KETCHUM-NEWSCAN PUBLIC RELATIONS LTD)

18th Floor, S U P Tower, 75-83 King's Road, North Point, Hong Kong  Tel: 2566 1311 Fax: 2510 8199
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Picture perfect: Portraiture works by Beijing artist Li Gui Jun
are on show until 31 December at Schoeni Art Gallery, Central.

NEWSCLIP MEDIA MONITOR SERVICE COMPANY
(A Member of KETCHUM-NEWSCAN PUBLIC RELATIONS LTD)

18th Floor, S U P Tower, 75-83 King's Road, North Point, Hong Kong  Tel: 2566 1311 Fax: 2510 8199
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Striking portrait: Works by Beijing artist Li Gui Jun are on
show until 31 December at Schoeni Art Gallery, Central.

NEWSCLIP MEDIA MONITOR SERVICE COMPANY

(A Member of KETCHUM-NEWSCAN PUBLIC RELATIONS LTD)
18th Floor, S U P Tower, 75-83 King's Road, North Point, Hong Kong  Tel: 2566 1311 Fax: 2510 8199
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Beauty in black: Red Powder Beauty is part of an exhibition
of works by Beijing artist Li Gui Jun at Schoeni Art Hallery in

Central.
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